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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 216296 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UNGA, CV, KS, KN, RQ 

SUBJECT: CAPE VERDE AND THE KOREAN AND PUERTO RICO ISSUES 
AT 3 1ST UNGA 

REF: USUN 3323 (NOTAL) 

1 . DIRECTOR OFFICE WEST AFRICAN AFFAIRS AND DESK OFFICER 
MET WITH CAPE VERDE AMBASSADOR TO US RAUL QUERIDO VARELA 
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27 AUGUST TO DISCUSS US POSITIONS ON KOREA AND PUERTO RICO. 
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BECAUSE OF VARELA'S UNFAMILIARITY WITH THE US SCENE, WE 
STRESSED THAT AMERICAN PEOPLE TAKE SERIOUSLY STANDS BY 
STATES ON UN ISSUES AND NOTED THAT POPULAR OPINION IN US 
TENDS TO IUDGE A NATION BY ITS SPEECHES AND VOTES IN UN. 

VARELA SAID HE DOES NOT EXPECT TO BE ACCREDITED TO UN AND 
ADDED THAT SOMETIMES POSITIONS IN UN DO NOT FOLLOW A STATE'S 
BASIC PHILOSOPHY. 

2. ON PUERTO RICO, WE EXPRESSED HOPE VARELA WOULD HAVE 
CHANCE TO VISIT THERE SO HE COULD SEE TRUE STATE OF AFFAIRS. 

WE NOTED VOTE OF PR FOR COMMONWEALTH STATUS AND USG 
COMMITMENTS IN UN AND ELSEWHERE TO RIGHT OF PEOPLE OF PR 
TO HAVE ANY SORT OF RELATIONSHIP WITH US THEY DESIRE. WE 
STRESSED THAT PR IS NOT A COLONIAL ISSUE, AND WE REGARD 
ATTEMPTS TO PLAY PR AS A COLONIAL ISSUE AS INTERFERENCE IN 

OUR INTERNAL AFFAIRS. VARELA ASKED IF CAPE VERDE HAD TAKEN 
A POSITION ON PUERTO RICO AND WAS INFORMED THAT IT HAS NOT 
BECAUSE PR HAS ONLY BEEN DISCUSSED IN THE COMMITTEE OF 24. 

WE ADDED THAT THIS YEAR PR MAY COME BEFORE THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY AND EMPHASIZED THAT WE WANT ALL NATIONS TO KNOW 
THAT WE VIEW SERIOUSLY ANY DISCUSSION OF US PR RELATIONS. 
VARELA SAID HE WOULD CONSULT WITH HIS GOVERNMENT ON THIS 
SUBJECT, AND ADDED THAT FROM HIS PERSONAL POINT OF VIEW 
HE BELIEVES IN THE WORKINGS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. 

3. ON KOREA, WE PRESENTED VARELA WITH A COPY OF THE 
FRIENDLY RESOLUTION AND EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM (A/31/194) 
AND REVIEWED THE HISTORY OF THE KOREAN PENINSULA SINCE 
WORLD WAR II. WE STRESSED THE NEED FOR DIALOGUE BETWEEN 
THE CONCERNED PARTIES IN SEEKING RESOLUTION OF KOREA'S 
PROBLEMS, AND NOTED THAT WE CANNOT ACCEPT THE EXCLUSION OF 
SOUTH KOREA FROM SUCH DIALOGUE. WE ALSO STATED THAT WE 
CANNOT ACCEPT THE REMOVAL OF UN FORCES WITHOUT ADEQUATE 
PROVISION FOR THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE. 
MENTION WAS MADE OF THE MURDER OF THE TWO US OFFICERS AS A 
PRIME EXAMPLE OF HEIGHTENED TENSIONS AND NEED FOR MECHANISMS 
TO KEEP PEACE. VARELA WAS TOLD THAT IT LIKELY CAPE VERDE 
WILL BE UNDER CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE TO CO-SPONSOR HOSTILE 
RESOLUTION, AS WAS CASE LAST YEAR. WE SAID WE WOULD BE 
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DELIGHTED IF CV WOULD CO-SPONSOR FRIENDLY RESOLUTION, BUT 
THAT WE REALIZED THIS MIGHT BE DIFFICULT FOR CV TO DO. WE 
THEN STRESSED OUR HOPE THAT AT LEAST CV WOULD NOT CO- 
SPONSOR THE PRO-NORTH KOREA RESOLUTION, AS A DECISION TO 
CO-SPONSOR WOULD BE SEEN BY US PUBLIC AS A HOSTILE POSITION 
AGAINST THE US BY A NATION WHICH HAS LITTLE DIRECT INTEREST 
IN KOREA. WE EMPHASIZED THAT WE WERE MAKING THESE POINTS 
AS SIMPLY AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER THAT VARELA WOULD REALIZE 
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THE IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO THE KOREAN ISSUE. 

4. VARELA RESPONDED BY NOTING THAT CAPE VERDE IS A SMALL 
AND POOR NATION WHICH NEEDS TO PROCEED WITH CAUTION IN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. HE SAID HE WOULD ADVISE HIS GOVERN- 
MENT TO TAKE A POSITION OF NEUTRALITY ON KOREA ALONG THE 
LINES WE HAD JUST SUGGESTED. 

5. COMMENT: VARELA HAS SPENT HIS CAREER AS A MAGISTRATE 
AND IS NEW TO THE WORKINGS OF INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY. 
WHILE WE BELIEVE HE WILL ACCURATELY REPORT US ATTITUDES ON 
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES TO HIS GOVERNMENT. AND PERHAPS 
RECOMMEND THAT OUR POSITIONS ON SOME OF THESE ISSUES BE 
SUPPORTED BY CAPE VERDE, IT IS TOO EARLY TO TELL IF THE 
SENIOR OFFICIALS OF CAPE VERDE WILL BE SIMILARLY DISPOSED. 

ROBINSON 
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